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Cuomo reopens houses of worship; allowing outdoor graduation ceremonies

MORE DETAILS

Continued from Page 2

y Implement mandatory health
screening assessment (e.g. ques-
tionnaire, temperature check) for
employees and, where practica-
ble, vendors, but such screenings
shall not be mandated for custom-
ers and delivery personnel. At a
minimum, screening must deter-
mine whether the worker or ven-
dor has had: (1) COVID-19 symp-
toms in past 14 days, (2) positive
COVID-19 test in past 14 days,
and/or (3) close contact with con-
firmed or suspected COVID-19
case in past 14 days. Assessment
responses must be reviewed ev-
ery day and such review must be
documented.

\ Limit the workforce and cus-
tomer presence to no more than
50% of the maximum occupancy,
inclusive of customers, who must
maintain 6 feet of separation from
others, except during the service,
and, in all cases, only be permit-
ted entry if wearing an acceptable
face covering; provided that the
customer is over age 2 and medi-
cally able to tolerate one.

\ Ensure 6 feet distance be-
tween individuals at all times,
unless safety or the core activity
requires a shorter distance (e.g.
performing a piercing/tattoo,
providing a massage, performing
a manicure/pedicure). Employ-
ees must wear face coverings any
time they interact with customers
(e.g. performing a service, ring-
ing up a purchase) and any time
they come within 6 feet of another
person.

\ Ensure that customer seating
allows customers to maintain a 6
foot distance from all others ex-
cept for the employee providing
service (e.g. tattoo and piercing
workstations, massage tables, or
salon workstations must be 6 feet
apart from each other), unless a
physical barrier is in place in ac-
cordance with OSHA guidelines.

v Ensure that employees at ap-
pointment desks/cash registers
maintain 6 feet of distance from
others, unless there is a physical
barrier (e.g. Plexiglas) between
them, or the employee is wearing
a face covering; however, even

with a barrier, employees must
wear a face covering any time
they interact with a customer.

\ Close waiting rooms.

\ Put in place practices for ad-
equate social distancing in small
areas, such as restrooms and
breakrooms.

\ Personal care services that
require customers to remove face
coverings (e.g. lip/nose pierc-
ings, face massage, facials, lip/
nose waxing) are prohibited.

Find additional guidance on the
“New York Forward” website.

LCTV posted a graphic stating
hotels would likely be able to re-
open their dine-in restaurants,
spas and gyms in phase three.

Cuomo’s Metrics

Cuomo said the metrics related
to the coronavirus in New York
state — particularly the number
of hospitalizations and deaths - is
under control. He introduced a
new marker on Tuesday — the per-
centage of daily positive results
by region dashboard — which
he said will be used to track a
region’s ability to remain or ad-
vance within the four phases.

“You can look by region and
by county. ... Now, the numbers
are relatively small, so day-to-
day you’ll see some up and some
down. That shouldn’t set off any
alarm bells. But if you see it’s
ticking up — and it’s ticking up
for a number of days - then it’s
something that people have to
pay attention to,” Cuomo said.
“So, we’re in a new phase. We're
feeling good. We've done great.
But we have to stay smart, be-
cause reopening resets the
whole game.

“When you reopen and people
start coming out in some ways,
you go right back to day one; and
we know as a fact that reopening
has very often caused problems.
We know as a fact that reopening
other states, we're seeing signifi-
cant problems.”

“Every region of the state is
now reopening, so we need to
look at the facts and the numbers
through a different lens now,” he
said. “We’re all reopening. Every-
thing is reopening; the question

IN THE NEWS

Houses of worship can reopen

Gov. Andrew Cuomo on Saturday announced
houses of worship — churches, mosques and syna-
gogues — can reopen to 25% capacity in phase two
regions. Previously, the governor said these in-
stitutions couldn’t reopen until phase four of his
“New York Forward” reopening plan.

Cuomo said congregants should continue to so-
cial distance and wear a mask.

Houses of worship were closed to the public
when Cuomo put “New York State on PAUSE” in
mid-March. He put in this executive order to stop
the possible spread of the coronavirus.

“The reopening of the economy is a valve — we
said we were going to open the valve incrementally
and then watch the metrics, and our metrics today
are all very good so we're going to open the valve
more than we originally anticipated,” Cuomo said.
“We now have the lowest number of hospitaliza-
tions and deaths from coronavirus since this pan-
demic began — which is great news — so we are go-
ing to accelerate the opening of temples, mosques
and churches and allow these places of worship
to open with up to 25% capacity in phase two. But
people still have to stay smart and follow all the
necessary precautions and guidelines because,
if the metrics start to change, the reopening will
have to be slowed down.”

The governor announced the state has reached
the lowest number of hospitalizations and deaths
since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic.
The number of total hospitalizations was down Fri-

day to 2,603 from a record-high of 18,825 during
the peak of the pandemic, and 35 people in New
York passed away due to COVID-19, down from a
record-high of 800 just eight weeks ago.

Cuomo also will issue an executive order allow-
ing commercial buildings to conduct temperature
checks for anyone entering the building as office
workers begin to return to the workplace.

Cuomo allowing limited
outdoor graduations

Cuomo on Sunday said New Yorkers have done
an admirable job of “bending” the coronavirus in-
fection curve. To that end, will be allow small, out-
door high school graduation ceremonies.

“We're going to allow socially distanced gradu-
ations outdoors, with up to 150 people total, be-
ginning June 26,” Cuomo said. “That’s when the
schools start to graduate — high schools. And it
gives us a couple of weeks between now and then
— God forbid - the number changes. But schools
need to plan with the progress we’ve made so far.
And if we continue this trajectory, we’ll be able to
do that. But again, we have a little time to see be-
tween now and then.”

The governor previously approved drive-in grad-
uation ceremonies.

In mid-March, Cuomo limited the number of
people permitted to gather together to 10 or less,
in an effort to slow the possible spread of the coro-
navirus.

now is could there be any spike
in the rate of transmission upon
reopening? That is the relevant
question.”

Cuomo explained this new met-
ric “is what people should look at
every day: hospital administra-
tors, elected officials, citizens.
The percentage of positive tests
per day by region, and then you
can look at it by county. This is
the number to focus on. How
many tests did we do yesterday
in the region and what percent is
positive of those tests?”

“Just because you reopen does
not mean you will have a spike,
but if you are not smart, you can
have a spike. We need to be as
smart and diligent as we were up
until today, going forward. And
my hesitancy is, well now people
think it's OK. ‘Oh, we'’re reopen-

COVID-19 testing
is available
at Niagara University

Niagara University, in part-
nership with Niagara Falls
Memorial Medical Center, is
offering COVID-19 testing
on Tuesdays throughout the
month of June.

RNs and other health care
professionals from NFMMC
will be available from 10 a.m.
until 2 p.m., June 16-30, in the
parking lot of the Butler Build-
ing on the Niagara University
campus. Both drive-thru and
walk-thru testing is available.
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Broyhill « Stanley « Pulaski
La-Z-Boy * Lea * Riverside

FREE DELIVERY
4419 Military Road, Niagara Falls

dori

Since 1953

Preregistration is required.
Call 278-4496 to make an ap-
pointment. One should have
their health insurance card
handy when making an appoint-
ment.

For more information, call
NFMMC at 278-4496.

Passenger seat

program resumes

Earlier this week, Niagara
County Sheriff’s Office Acting
Sheriff Michael J. Filicetti an-
nounced the division of traf-
fic safety will reopen the child
passenger safety seat fitting

1040 Payne Ave.
North Tonawanda, NY ¢ 990-9149
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SPECIAL *8
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2 Owner: Kyle Kabel
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Cash & Walk-Ins Only

station — with restrictions due
to COVID-19. He said, “At this
time, we are able to accommo-
date caregivers by appointment
only by contacting Cathleen Da-
vis our traffic safety educator
at 716-438-3464 or by email at
Cathleen.Davis@niagaracoun-
ty.com.”
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Dessert Cakes

7" Round ¢ Gold * Chocolate
Banana 1/2 & 1/2 + German Chocolate
Black Forest « Father's Day Cakes

: 3 $1500ff

All 7 Cakes
Coupons may not be combined with any other offer or
discount. Expires June 30, 2020.

Large Fancy
rownies !

6 for 699
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1
Creamy chocolate frosting, moist and chewy 1
1
1

| Scaletta
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with walnuts
Coupons may not be combined with any other offer or
discount. Expires June 30, 2020.

Coupon may not be

811 Linwood Avenue
Daily 8am-6pm « 282-2341

Daily 9am-5pm « 284-8131
7927 Niagara Falls Blvd.
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Ttalian Bread !
50 Regular Loaf - 50¢ Off -
[ Double Loaf - 75¢ Off

Expires June 30, 2020.

ing, well then we’re fine.” No.
No; we’re not fine. We've made
great progress, but we have to
stay smart, we have to stay disci-
plined.”

‘Energize the Reopening’

Speaking to reporters on
Wednesday, Cuomo said, “Going
forward, we need to do two things
simultaneously. No. 1, monitor
the reopening; what we've just
been talking about. Watch the
numbers, be smart, be diligent.
Second, let’s energize the reopen-
ing. Let’s set the bar a little high-
er. Let’s not just reopen, but let’s
have an affirmative strategy that
reenergizes the opening.

“How do you do that? Stimulate
the economy. Now is the time to
do large-scale development proj-
ects. Now is the time you want
to see government investing, the

BEAR\Y {

WHOL

private sector investing in build-
ing large-scale developments that
you know can help drive econom-
ic growth. You actually have an
opportunity.

“ ‘Well, everything is closed
down, there’s less activity, there’s
less volume.” Great. Great on one
level. If there’s less activity, then
we can actually build more ag-
gressively, because there’s less
disruption.”
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20 Ann St., Lockport ¢ 727-0762
Open 7 Days Mon - Thurs 10-5 ¢ Fri. Sat. Sun. 10-4

LARGEST INDOOR ESTATE SALE
IN THE COUNTY
A MUST SEE * SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE!

IAGARA FALLS
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off each
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1
Hand rolled, hand :
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1

combined with any other offer or discount

LEWISTON
535 Center Street

WILLIAMSVILLE
5329 Main Street
Daily 8am-6pm « 635-6504

0Id fashioned, large donuts,
made fresh daily
I Coupons may not be combined with any other offer or discount. Coupons may not be combined with any other offer or discount. | Coupons may not be combined with any other offer or discount.
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: _ Cookies
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Eight Varieties
+ Oatmeal Raisin

* Chocolate Chip

* Peanut Butter

* Sugar

* Chinese Chocolate

* Chocolate Walnut

* Snickerdoodle

* Molasses

Expires June 30, 2020.

$3% off 1/4 Sheet
$5% off 1/2 Sheet
$10° ofr Full Sheet
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